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of Humboldt County, California, USA (40.86488°N, 124.12372°W; 
WGS 84; 3 m elev.). When approached it flew off, revealing an 
adult Rana aurora in its talons (Fig. 1). Raptor predators of other 
ranid species include C. hudsonius and Buteo lineatus (Red-
shouldered Hawk) on Rana clamitans (Green Frog) in Michigan 
(Martof 1956. Am. Midl. Nat. 56:224–245) and B. lineatus on R. 
draytonii (California Red-legged Frog) in California (Rathbun 
and Murphey 1996. Herpetol. Rev. 27:187–189). Grazing may fa-
cilitate predation of this Priority 2 California Species of Special 
Concern (Thomson et al. 2016. California Amphibian and Rep-
tile Species of Special Concern. University of California Press, 
Oakland, California. 408 pp.), especially by highly visual raptor 
ambush predators along waterways lacking riparian vegetation.
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RANA SYLVATICA (Wood Frog). LEUCISM. Rana sylvatica ex-
hibits sexual dichromatism, with males consistently more darkly 
pigmented, from tan to brown, whereas females generally are 
more reddish-brown (Banta 1914. Biol. Bull. 26:171–183). Re-
ports of abnormal patterns of coloration, such as albinism and 
leucism, are important for determining the prevalence of these 
morphs throughout a species range. Leucism refers to reduced 
skin pigmentation, but the coloration of the eyes is normal 

(Dyrkacz 1981. SSAR Herptol. Circ. 11:1–31). A case of leucism 
has been reported for a tadpole of R. sylvatica which did not 
survive until metamorphosis (Smith 2014. Bull. Maryland Her-
petol. Soc. 50:74–75). An instance of a leucistic individual of R. 
sylvatica from a population in British Columbia, Canada has 
also been reported, however, the diagnostic characters of R. 
sylvatica are not evident in the accompanying photograph (the 
specimen was not vouchered) possibly calling into question the 
correct species identity (Thompson and Rea 2013. Herpetol. Rev. 
44:128–129). In the aforementioned report, the individual in the 
photograph apparently lacks dorsolateral folds and interdigital 
webbing of the hindfeet, among other diagnostic characteris-
tics typical of this species. Also, the authors report that the leu-
cistic individual’s SVL was 2.8 mm (a presumed lapsus). Meta-
morphs of R. sylvatica range between 13–22 mm SVL, whereas 
adults range between 37–83 mm SVL (male and female ranges 
combined; Martof 1970. Cat. Amer. Amphib. Rept. 86:1–4). These 
inconsistencies open the possibility of a species misidentifica-
tion (although alternative identifications are not immediately 
apparent) and equivocal assertion of the presence of leucistic R. 
sylvatica in British Columbia.

Here, I report a case of adult leucism in a population 
unambiguously identifiable as R. sylvatica from the northeastern 
United States. On the night of 13 April 2015, a leucistic adult male 
R. sylvatica was observed in a flood-plain wetland adjacent to 
the Fenton River, located within the UConn Forest, Mansfield, 
Connecticut, USA (41.824°N, 72.236°W; WGS 84). The individual 
was photographed without manipulation (Fig 1A). The individual 
exhibited a general lack of pigment throughout its body, 
although partially retaining the species’ diagnostic “eye mask” 
and tympanic region pigmentation; reduced pigmentation 
was evident on its dorsolateral folds as well. For comparative 
purposes, a photograph of an amplectant pair taken on the night 
of 10 April 2014 from the same population at the same location 
is shown (Fig 1B), with the male (top) considerably darker brown 
than the female (bottom).
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SCINAX FUSCOVARIUS (Snouted Treefrog) and LEPTODACTY-
LUS PODICIPINUS (Pointed-belly Frog). MALFORMATIONS. 
Morphological anomalies decrease the survival of anurans in rela-
tion to normal conspecifics (Goodman and Johnson 2011. PLoS 
ONE 6:e20193) and, when frequent, may indicate a decrease in 
environmental quality (Bacon et al. 2013. J. Exp. Zool. B. Mol. Dev. 
Evol. 320:218–37). The occurrence of morphological anomalies in 
amphibians may be related to environmental and genetic factors. 
Among the possible causes are UVB radiation, predators, para-
sites, and chemical contaminants, which can act synergistically 
(Lannoo 2008. The Collapse of Aquatic Ecosystems: Malformed 
Frogs. University of California Press, Berkeley, California. 288 pp.). 
Here, we report the second records of malformations for Scinax 
fuscovarius, previously reported in southern Paraguay (Pett et 
al. 2019. Cuad. Herpetol. 33:79–82), and additional examples for 
Leptodactylus podicipinus, previously reported in northern Brazil 
(Sousa and Costa-Campos 2016. Herpetol. Rev. 47:112–113).

The present records were found in the Municipality of Palotina, 
Paraná, southern Brazil (24.34778°S, 53.74694°W; WGS 84; 318 m 
elev.), during a nocturnal survey. On 16 October 2018, we found a 
S. fuscovarius (26 mm SVL) with syndactyly in the right hind limb 
(Fig. 1), which is characterized by the partial or complete fusion 
of digits (Henle et al. 2017. Mertensiella 25:9–48). This individual 

Fig. 1. A) Leucistic Rana sylvatica from Mansfield, Connecticut, USA; 
B) a pair of R. sylvatica in amplexus exhibiting normal coloration. 
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